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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.97, the applicants request that the references and information 
listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 form be considered during the prosecution of this 
application. 

The applicants believe that this disclosure is timely under 37 CFR § 1.97(b)(1) 
because it is being made within three months of the filing date of the application and the 
application was not filed as a continued prosecution application. Indeed, the Office's June 
30, 2003 order granting the applicants' petition to withdraw the parent application from 
issuance specifically found that the application was abandoned in favor of a continuing 
application under 37 CFR 1.53(b), not 1.53(d). 

A copy of each reference listed on the attached form is attached. The information 
listed in the "other information" section of the form is explained more fully below: 



In January of 1999, the Libman Company attended the annual Housewares Show held 
in Chicago, Illinois, where it demonstrated an initial version of a "Nitty Gritty" roller mop to 
retail accounts. The show was not open to the public. 

The same initial version of the mop was subsequently sold to retailers beginning at 
least as early as February, 1999. Photographs of the product are enclosed. 

The undersigned believes that the initial version of the mop had all the elements 
recited in the current version of claims 1, 4, and 6-23 of the present application. 

Please consider these references and information and issue an appropriate action. 

Dated: September 26, 2003 Respectfully submitted, 
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(312) 474-6300 
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Presentation of initial version of "Nitty Gritty" roller mops at private trade show, January, 1999 








Sale of initial version of "Nitty Gritty" roller mops to retail accounts as early as February, 1999 
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